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beard that I may wipe thy feet P and he actually did
wipe Sri Chand's feet with his beard. This act of
humility quite disarmed Sri Chand, who in turn
admitted Ramdas's right to the headship of the Sikh
community.
Ramdas always preached against the ascetic life
and pressed his Sikhs to marry and beget children
and not to waste their lives in idle asceticism. One
day some yogis said that the Sikhs could not win
salvation because they led worldly lives. Ramdas
replied :
'As the teats on a goat's neck yield no milk, so Yog
without piety yieldeth no advantage.
'My Sikhs have wives and children and yet will obtain
salvation.
'It would be impossible for them to practise Yog.'
A charming story is told how Ramdas cured a
leper. The Kardar or revenue officer of Pattia, a
town in the Lahore district, had five daughters.
Four of them were married, but the fifth and
youngest was not even betrothed. One day all five
went for a bath and a picnic to their father's country
house. On the way home they heard some Sikh
saints singing the hymns of Nanak. They pro-
duced no effect on the four married daughters; but
they so inspired the virgin girl that she took off her
cloak and jewels and gave them to the saints. On
reaching home she began a series of edifying dis-
courses to her sisters. Her mother was much an-
noyed that her daughter should turn preacher. She
told her husband, who sent for all his daughters.
He asked them who fed, clothed and protected them.
The four married daughters bowed to the ground
and said that their parents had done so. The youngest